Best of Ireland – Grand Circle Tour
September 6 th to 19th , 2019
13 nights, 14 days
Summary Itinerary

Friday, September 6th

Day 1

Depart Canada

Depart from select Maritime cities (Charlottetown, Halifax, Moncton, or Fredericton) on your
overnight flight to Dublin via Montreal or Toronto. Try and get some sleep before your
morning arrival in Dublin. A light meal and breakfast will be served on board the flight.

Saturday, September 7th

Day 2

Arrive in Dublin
Welcome to Dublin – the capital of Ireland! Meet
with your Tour Manager and board our private
motor coach for a panoramic sightseeing tour of
Dublin with an included 2-course lunch. With its
history dating back to Viking times, Dublin bubbles
with creativity, culture and craic – Irish for having a
good time. The city’s rich cultural heritage, shopping,
restaurants or the famous nightlife guarantees a
‘céad míle fáilte’ or a ‘thousand welcomes’ in Irish.

This evening we arrive at our host accommodations and enjoy an included dinner at the hotel.
Overnight: Academy Plaza Hotel (or similar) in Dublin
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Sunday, September 8th

Day 3

Dublin

Today we will begin with a visit to the Guinness Storehouse. The Guinness Storehouse was
originally built in 1904 and housed the Guinness fermentation process until 1988.
Next, we head to the Trinity College Library
in Dublin which houses the Book of Kells.
This ornately illustrated manuscript was
produced by Celtic monks around AD 800. It is
one of the most lavishly illuminated
manuscripts to survive the medieval period
and has been described as the zenith of
Western calligraphy and illumination. It
contains the four gospels of the Bible in Latin,
along with prefatory and explanatory matter
decorated with numerous colourful illustrations.
We will also visit St. Patrick's Cathedral, the largest church in Ireland and one of Dublin's three
cathedrals. Here St. Patrick supposedly baptized the first local converts besides a ''Holy Well''.
The current church dates from 1220, although a church existed on this site since 1191.
Overnight: Academy Plaza Hotel (or similar) in Dublin

Best of Ireland – Grand Circle Tour

(B)

Target Tours

2

Monday, September 9th

Day 4

Dublin – Cobh – Cork

This morning we depart from Dublin and
begin making our way to Cork. En route we
will make a stop at Powerscourt House
which is one of Europe's great treasures and
Ireland's most famous house and gardens.
We then continue our journey in Cobh
where we will experience the Queenstown
Story and Cobh Heritage Centre. From 1848
to 1950 over 6 million adults and children
emigrated from Ireland and over 2.5 million
of them departed from Cobh, making it the single most important port of emigration. Explore
the conditions on board the early emigrant vessels, including the dreaded coffin ship and
experience life on board a convict ship leaving Cobh for Australia in 1801. This evening we will
check in to our host hotel and enjoy an included dinner.
Overnight: Maldron Hotel Shandon Cork City (or similar) in Cork

Tuesday, September 10th

Day 5

(B, D)

Blarney Castle – Ring of Kerry – Killarney

After checking out of our hotel this morning we
will visit Blarney Castle. Blarney Castle was built
nearly six hundred years ago by one of Ireland's
greatest chieftains, Cormac MacCarthy, and has
been attracting attention beyond Munster ever
since. This may have something to do with the
Blarney Stone, the legendary Stone of
Eloquence, found at the top of the tower. Kiss it
and you'll never again be lost for words!
This afternoon our journey will continue to a part of the mystical and unspoiled region of
Ireland – the Ring of Kerry. Its spectacular beauty is beyond question and it is a natural centre
for outdoor pursuits including golf, watersports, cycling, walking, riding and the very best
fishing in freshwater rivers. Above all the Ring of Kerry provides an amazing insight into the
ancient heritage of Ireland - see the Iron Age Forts & Ogham Stones, Old Monasteries and a
landscape carved out of rock by the last Ice Age 10,000 years ago. This evening we will arrive at
our host accommodations and enjoy an included dinner.
Overnight: Randles Hotel (or similar) in Killarney
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Wednesday, September 11th

Day 6

Killarney – Dingle – Killarney
This morning we will take an excursion around the
stunningly beautiful Dingle Peninsula. This area
has received many accolades including being cited
“the most beautiful place on Earth” by National
Geographic and being voted one of the top 100
destinations in the world by TripAdvisor.
We will return to Killarney this afternoon. The
remainder of the day is at your leisure. Enjoy
dinner on your own this evening.

Overnight: Randles Hotel (or similar) in Killarney

Thursday, September 12th

Day 7

(B)

Killarney – Cliffs of Moher – Galway

This morning we will check out of the hotel and begin making our way to Galway. First, we will
cross the Shannon Estuary by ferry to visit the Cliffs of Moher. The Cliffs of Moher are one of
Ireland's top visitor attractions. The Cliffs are 214 metres high at the highest point and range for
8 kilometres over the Atlantic Ocean on the western seaboard of County Clare. O'Brien's Tower
stands proudly on a headland of the majestic Cliffs. Admission to the Atlantic Edge is included.
This exciting interpretive centre is housed at the centre of the underground building a huge
domed cave contains images, exhibits, displays & experiences that will delight young and old
alike.
Later today we will arrive in Galway, a medieval
city that is rich in culture. See St. Nicholas
Church which is the largest medieval parish
church in Ireland in continuous use as a place of
worship. Visit the Old Quays, and then, reaching
the river Corrib, you will visit the famous
Spanish Arch before crossing to the ancient
Claddagh, famed for its ring and unique culture.
This evening we will have an included dinner at our Galway hotel.
Overnight: Flannery’s Hotel (or similar) in Galway
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Friday, September 13th

Day 8

Galway – Connemara – Galway

Today we will head to Connemara where we will visit Kylemore Abbey and explore the area’s
coastal villages. Kylemore Abbey is located in the
Kylemore Pass in Connemara. A. Mitchell Henry
built the house in 1868, after having spent his
honeymoon in the area. The architecture is best
described as neo-gothic and the house still displays
all the characteristics of that period.
Later today we will return to Galway for a free
evening.
Overnight: Flannery’s Hotel (or similar) in Galway

Saturday, September 14th

(B)

Day 9

Galway – Sligo
Today we will check out of the hotel and make our
way to Sligo. This afternoon will be spent in Yeats
Country with a visit to the gravesite of W. B. Yeats,
an Irish poet and one of the foremost figures of 20thcentury literature, at Drumcliff Church. The
graveyard also contains a high cross while nearby is
the site of a 6th century Columbian monastery.
Upon arrival in Sligo we will check into our host
accommodations and enjoy an included dinner.

Overnight: Sligo Southern Hotel (or similar) in Sligo
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Sunday, September 15th

Day 10

Sligo – Belleek – Derry

This morning we check out of the hotel and make our way along the edge of Donegal Bay to
Belleek where we will visit Belleek Pottery. After our visit we will continue to
Londonderry/Derry where we will meet a local guide for a walk on the famous city walls.
Londonderry is a centre of culture and creativity. It is now as famous for its confident modern
outlook as it is for the timeless quality of its craic.
After checking in to our host accommodations we will enjoy an included dinner.
Overnight: The Waterfoot Hotel (or similar) in Derry

Monday, September 16th

(B, D)

Day 11

Derry – Antrim – Belfast

This morning we check out of the hotel and continue our journey to Belfast. Along the way we
will make a stop at Ireland’s oldest whiskey distillery for the ultimate Bushmills experience.
Watch whiskey making take place and enjoy a “wee taster too” as we unlock the secrets of 400
years of distilling at the home of Irish whiskey. We will also visit Giant's Causeway, Northern
Ireland's iconic World Heritage Site and area of
outstanding natural beauty is home to a wealth of
local history and legend. Explore the basalt stone
columns left by volcanic eruptions 60 million years
ago and search for distinctive stone formations
fancifully named the Camel, Harp and Organ.
We will arrive in Belfast this evening where we will
check in to our host hotel and enjoy an included
dinner.
Overnight: Park Inn by Radisson (or similar) in Belfast
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Tuesday, September 17th

Day 12

Belfast
Today will be a full day in Belfast. Here we will
visit the Titanic Belfast exhibition which
extends over nine galleries explores the Titanic
story in a fresh and insightful way. The journey
goes beyond the aftermath of the sinking, to
the discovery of the wreck and continues into
the present day with a live undersea exploration
centre.

This afternoon we will visit Crumlin Road Gaol
where we will have a simple lunch. This former prison is situated on the Crumlin Road in north
Belfast, Northern Ireland. It is the only Victorian era prison remaining in Northern Ireland since
1996.
Overnight: Park Inn by Radisson (or similar) in Belfast
Wednesday, September 18th

(B, L)

Day 13

Belfast – Dublin

This morning we check out of the hotel and return to Dublin. After dropping off our luggage at
the hotel the remainder of the afternoon will be at your leisure to explore the city.
This evening we will bid farewell to Ireland with dinner and Irish entertainment. No trip to
Ireland is complete without visiting a good Irish pub and listening to traditional music - an
authentic taste of the past.
Overnight: TBA in Dublin

Thursday, September 19th

(B, D)

Day 14

Depart for Canada

Depart on our transatlantic flight for Toronto or Montreal. Once we clear customs in Toronto or
Montreal we will find our departure gates for our return flights to select Maritime cities
(Charlottetown, Halifax, Moncton, or Fredericton). Say goodbye to your Tour Director and your
newfound friends from your Best of Ireland – Grand Circle Tour.
(B)
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Includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Return flights from Maritimes cities (PEI, NS, or NB) to Dublin
Airport transfers at destination
12 nights of accommodation including breakfast daily
8 dinners and 2 lunches
Guided tours and entrance fees as outlined in the itinerary
Luggage handling
Professional local tour manager in Ireland
All taxes and fees
Personally escorted by a professional and experienced Tour Director

Important Notes:
Mobility Requirements
This tour will require moderate amounts of walking and a slightly active pace. This can include
grass, cobblestone streets or hills. This tour is suitable for individuals who can manage walking
and standing for short to moderate lengths of time. Certain aspects of the tour may be difficult
for individuals with mobility impairments.
Tour Director and Driver
Your Tour Director and Driver play an important role in making your vacation as memorable
and hassle-free as possible. While optional, gratuities are a great way to show your
appreciation. The suggested industry guideline is $3.00 to $6.00 per person, per day for your
Tour Director and also your Driver. This should be extended on a voluntary and individual basis
at the completion of the tour.
Travel Insurance
Your tour price does not include travel insurance. If you are covered, we advise you to look into
coverage details, if there is a deductible, if you need to pay up front, and where to call in case
of emergency. We highly recommend medical, trip cancellation and trip interruption coverage.
If you would like a quote, please call our office at 1-877-214-5367.
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After Booking
• We will send you your receipt and proof of reservation via email or mail.
• Before final payment we will reach out to you via phone or email to remind you of your
final balance and determine final method of payment.
• About 2 - 3 weeks prior to departure we will send you your Detailed Itinerary which will
feature exact times and locations as well as details on your Tour Director.
• Around one week before departure you will be contacted by your Tour Director via
email or by phone to introduce themselves and ask if you have any questions before
departure.
Target Tours
P.O. Box 2693
Charlottetown, PEI C1A 8C3
1 877 214 5367
info@targettours.ca
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